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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
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FAIRBANKS AREA FORESTRY 

 

Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales (FYSTS) 

FY 2014 to FY 2018 

 

Introduction 
 

The Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales (FYSTS) lists proposed timber sales on State Forest 

and State forest classified lands in the Fairbanks and Kantishna Management Areas.  The 

schedule provides a time line that identifies the sales, their estimated volumes and their 

general locations.  At a minimum, the Division of Forestry (DOF) must develop a schedule 

every two years.  The schedule may be written annually if market and stand conditions 

warrant a more frequent change.  It is designed to provide the general public, local 

governments, other agencies and the timber industry a view of what DOF may be offering on 

State lands managed by Fairbanks Area Forestry for the next five years based on the State’s 

fiscal year.  The Five-Year Schedule provides a basis for agency and public comment and 

identification of issues although it is not developed as a decision document for particular 

timber sales.  The schedule provides DOF with a guide in considering, designing, allocating 

state resources and conducting timber sales.  Listing a proposed sale does not mean a 

decision has been made to go forward with the sale but instead solicits input on sale planning 

and on particular concerns to be addressed in sale design.   

 

The timber sales included in this schedule are part of a management philosophy that ensures 

a sustained yield of renewable forest resources and the integrated use of forest lands by a 

myriad of users, as guided by State statutes and regulations, the Tanana Valley State Forest 

Management Plan and the Tanana Basin Area Plan.  Sales are located across a wide area of 

the forest land base and vary in size, species composition and development requirements.  

Emergency salvage sales, market conditions, sale preparation problems, logistical constraints, 

funding and other considerations may cause some proposed sales to be dropped or moved 

between years.   

 

Generally, the Division of Forestry may not offer a timber sale unless it has appeared on at 

least one Five-Year Schedule preceding the sale.  Sales are exempt from this requirement if 

they are 160 acres or less; salvage sales, or emergency sales in areas with fire, insect, or other 

natural threats.   It is the policy of the Division of Forestry however, to include all sales on at 

least the Five-Year Schedule preceding the sale whenever possible unless waiting for the 

schedule will cause substantial losses of economic value on salvage sales, allow for the 

spread of damaging insects, or preclude a local economic enterprise or forest management 

project that is in the state’s best interest.  (References:  AS 38.05.113, AS 38.05.117, and 11 

AAC 71.010)  
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Schedule Review Process 
 

The Review Draft Five-Year Schedule of Timber Sales is submitted for review and comment 

to several agencies.  Comments are requested about timber sales in year one and two from; 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation, 

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority, Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Division of 

Parks and Outdoor Recreation, Division of Mining, Land and Water, and the Division of 

Agriculture.  The comments are used to draft a Forest Land Use Plan (FLUP) for those 

specific timber sales (AS 38.05.112).  The FLUP gives site specific information for each sale 

describing the location, estimated timber volume, harvest methods, reforestation plan, access, 

and other potential uses of the sale area.  A FLUP is required for any commercial timber sale 

of ten acres or larger.  The schedule followed by individual FLUPs and a preliminary finding 

that the sale is in the state’s best interest is then distributed for review by the public.  Public 

comments are considered, and revisions made to the FLUP as appropriate before a final 

finding is made that the sale is in the state’s best interest.  Sales where the FLUPs have been 

previously reviewed by the public and agencies are noted on the schedule.  Sales that have 

been reviewed and are currently available over the counter are also listed. 

  

Should you wish to comment on this schedule, you may address your comments to:  Kevin 

Meany, Alaska Division of Forestry, 3700 Airport Way, Fairbanks, AK  99709, 451-2602.  

Electronic mail address:  kevin.meany@alaska.gov 

 

Sustained Yield 
 

The Alaska Land Act requires that state land be managed for sustained yield, which is “the 

achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high level of annual or regular periodic 

output of the various renewable resources of the state land consistent with multiple use” (AS 

38.04.910).  In each of the years covered in this schedule, the total volume of wood proposed 

for harvest is far below the potential sustained harvest level determined in the Timber 

Inventory of State Forest Lands in the Tanana Valley (Hanson, 2013).  This publication 

indicates that the annual sustained yield levels for the Fairbanks and Kantishna Management 

areas are approximately 7,700 acres and 14,000,000 cubic feet.  Thus the proposed average 

yearly harvest for this schedule, at 1,073 acres and 2,223,881 cubic feet, constitutes less than 

14% of the potential sustained harvest by area and 16% by volume.  Included in the acres and 

volume for this five year schedule is a long term proposed value added sale that is described 

below.  Not included in the volumes are the Over-The-Counter Sales which have been 

previously reviewed.   

 

Annual Sustained Yield  

Management Unit  Acres Cubic Foot Volume 

Kantishna    3,050 5,540,528 

Fairbanks    4,606 8,506,488 

TOTAL   7,656 14,047,016 
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Annual Proposed Acres and Volume to be Sold (Including Value Added Sale) 

Fiscal Year  Acres Cubic Foot Volume 

2014   397.5   546,062 

2015   1,246.5   2,678,311 

2016   1,409.8   2,839,798 

2017   1,217.0   2,617,821 

2018   1,093.1   2,437,413 

FIVE-YEAR TOTAL   5,363.9   11,119,405 

 

 

The law, AS 41.17.220 – 230, requires Division of Forestry to develop a management plan 

for the Tanana Valley State Forest.  The management plan guides many of the Division’s 

management actions.  The FYSTS is consistent with the guidelines and direction established 

in the Tanana Valley State Forest (TVSF) Management Plan.  Some of the sales may be for 

areas outside of the boundaries of the TVSF, and are proposed on state owned forestry 

classified lands; these sales are consistent with the Tanana Basin Area Plan (TBAP.)  Both 

the TVSF Management Plan and the TBAP are available for review at the Fairbanks Area 

Office.  

 

Transportation 
 

Forest access roads will be constructed to meet standards stated within the TVSF 

Management Plan, the TBAP and Best Management Practices for the Alaska Forest 

Resources and Practices Act.  Road construction averages about 7.5 miles a year and is 

divided roughly 66% winter and 33% all-season road.  Individual proposed road segments 

constructed each year are generally less than 2 miles in length.  Most all-season road 

construction is either spur or secondary road.  In year one of the schedule, sale NC-1543 

includes roughly 1.25 miles of winter road construction.  In year two of the schedule, NC-

1551 includes 0.8 miles of secondary road construction.  Other sales in the first two years 

require considerably less, if any, road construction and AFRPA standards will be set and 

enforced.  Increased road construction may occur if the Value Added Sale is pursued.  This 

will be addressed in a separate Best Interest Finding. 

 

 

Value Added Sale 
 
The Alaska Division of Forestry received a request from Superior Pellet Fuels, LLC to 

provide a Negotiated Timber Sale for Value Added Processing under Alaska Statute (AS) 

38.05.123 on November 26
th

 2013.  Since the request was received the Division of 

Forestry has been developing a response by assessing timber stand inventory and 

assessing transportation networks to determine viability of the requested ten year sale 

duration and volume requested.  At the request of the Director of Division of Forestry the 

Large Projects Team began investigating the potential of supplying this request from the 

Fairbanks resource area.  
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Results of the investigation determined that there exists a currently underutilized volume 

of mixed specie stands in the Fairbanks locale.  These timber stands include varying 

compositions of White Spruce, Black Spruce, Aspen, Birch and Balsam Poplar.  

Approximately 700 acres per year of timber is included in the FYSTS for this value 

added sale request.  The value added sale schedule table and vicinity map show the entire 

10 year period of proposed sales.  The actual extent or duration of the value added sale 

has yet to be determined.  

 

 
Further investigations for developing this proposed negotiated timber sale are ongoing, 

subject to industry interest and Division of Forestry time constraints.  Inclusion of this 

proposed sale to the Fairbanks Area Forestry 2014-18 FYSTS provides interested parties 

with information, currently available, regarding the sale.  Detailed information and 

opportunity to review and comment upon the proposal will be provided in a specific Best 

Interest Finding and Forest Land Use Plan that the Division of Forestry will develop for 

this proposed timber sale. 
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Value Added Sale Summary 
 

 
 

Sale Name ID FYSTS 
Year 

Season Acreage Total 
Cubic Feet 

Total 
Tons 

Total 
Board Feet 

Mosquito Cr 1 2 Winter 382 954,115 18,027 3,312,759 

Standard East 2 2 Summer 327 790,146 15,009 2,401,088 

Dunbar 3 3 Summer 414 1,028,379 20,225 3,077,424 

Salcha 4 3 Winter 248 619,409 12,064 2,200,720 

Ohio Cr 5 4 Summer 406 968,989 18,241 3,175,910 

Soldier Slough 6 4 Winter 354 829,332 16,184 2,927,130 

Bonanza 7 5 Summer 300 744,716 14,403 2,556,592 

Mosquito Cr2 8 5 Winter 387 894,487 17,270 3,030,617 

Junction Cr 9 6 Winter 358 894,900 17,366 3,365,483 

Wickersham 10 6 Summer 321 796,083 15,657 2,382,278 

Democratic Cr 11 7 Winter 348 756,932 14,802 2,316,209 

Standard 

Extension 

12 7 Summer 342 817,614 15,897 2,976,434 

Washington Cr 13 8 Summer 379 942,794 18,070 2,918,682 

Washington Cr2 14 8 Winter 361 767,316 15,074 2,462,334 

Flat Cr 15 9 Summer 369 919,735 17,988 3,046,222 

Little Chena 16 9 Winter 338 844,939 16,396 3,177,590 

Flat Cr2 17 10 Summer 358 894,969 17,367 3,365,742 

Iowa Cr 18 10 Winter 376 940,034 18,242 3,535,220 

Sawmill Island 19 11 Winter 355 885,285 15,648 2,465,181 

Standard North 20 11 Winter 357 894,048 17,349 3,362,279 

   Total 7,081 17,184,223 331,278 58,055,893 
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Five Year Schedule of Timber Sales  

FY 2014 to FY 2018 

 

Vicinity Maps Years 1-5 
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Five Year Schedule of Timber Sales 

FY 2014 to FY 2018 

 

Value Added Sale Vicinity Map 
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Five Year Schedule of Timber Sales 

FY 2014 to FY 2018 

 

Detail Maps Year 1 (FY2014) 
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Five Year Schedule of Timber Sales  

FY 2014 to FY 2018 

 

Detail Maps Year 2 (FY2015) 
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